
 

 
 

Order of Service 
5 September 2021 

 

 
 

BLESSINGS FOR THE DOGS 
AND OTHER PEOPLE'S CHILDREN 

 

A COMMUNION SERVICE 
 

Because Ōtautahi Christchurch is at a Covid-19 alert level that makes 
physical gathering problematic, we are worshipping today virtually.  A home-

made video of the service has been posted online.  Becoming active at 
10:00am on Sunday 5 September 2021, the link is: 

https://youtu.be/mWDGDoxerbo  



 

WELCOME TO KNOX 
 

Knox Church is a congregation within the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 
New Zealand.  We aim to create Christian community in which people of all 

ages, sexual orientations, cultural backgrounds and socio-economic situations 
are included as equally valued participants in our congregational life.  We 
cherish our diversity, offering a safe place of belonging to any who wish to 

explore their beliefs in an atmosphere promoting discussion, the development 
of healthy relationships and spiritual growth.  We strive to be open to dialogue 
and shared experiences with people of other faiths.  We enjoy worshipping the 
God made known in Jesus, endeavouring to do so in ways that are relevant to 
our daily lives, respect the integrity of creation, and make a positive difference 

to our wider world. 
 

 

We take care to use inclusive language in our services.  References to God in 
traditional prayers and hymns may sometimes be gender-specific.  As we pray 

and sing together, you’re invited to adapt the words we’ve chosen. 
 

 
 

Celebrating communion during Level Three 
 

For a long time, now, we have celebrated communion on the first Sunday of 
each month at Knox.  Communion has acted as a celebratory affirmation, of 
our being one body in Christ ("one bread, one body").  Communion, obviously, 
usually involves our gathering physically, which under Level Three 
containment requirements, we cannot do.  Nevertheless, because we may 
need a way of expressing the God-gifted unity from which nothing in all 
creation can separate us, I've decided to continue including communion in our 
liturgy for the first Sunday of the month while we are physically separated. 
 
While it may be enough for you to see the bread broken at my house, it may 
be important for you to also have bread at your house.  I leave it over to you 
to do what feels right for you at this time.  The One whom we worship will, I 
believe, understand what we are trying to do. 
 

Matthew. 
 

 
The Call to Worship: 
We light a candle in the name of Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. 

JESUS, TRAVELLING INTO EVERY CORNER OF THE WORLD; 
JESUS, IN WHOM THE SLEEPING GOD WAS AWAKENING; 
JESUS, WHOSE GOD ENABLED HIM TO SET A WELCOMING TABLE. 
 



Kia noho a Ihowa ki a koutou.  God be with you. 
MA IHOWA KOE E MANAAKI.  GOD BLESS YOU. 
 
Hymn: 
Normandy          Basque Carol 

 
 

1. The great love of God is revealed in the Son, 
 who came to this earth to redeem everyone. 
 That love, like a stream flowing clear to the sea, 
 makes clean every heart that from sin would be free. 
 
2. It binds the whole world, every barrier it breaks, 
 the hills it lays low, and the mountains it shakes. 
 It's yours, it is ours, O how lavishly given! 
 the pearl of great price, and the treasure of heaven. 
 
 Daniel Thambyrajah Niles (1908-1970) 

 
Prayer of Approach 
Great love is revealed to the people 
through the life of Jesus, 
as he lived and died for the people. 
IT IS A MOST GREAT LOVE. 
 
Even Jesus seemed to wonder at times 
how great the love was. 
Would it extend beyond his own most immediate people, 
maybe to touch the whole world? 
IT IS A MOST GREAT LOVE. 
 
Would it stretch beyond the limits of his own energy, 
to the people he would meet when tired, 
when discouraged, 
when doubting? 
IT IS A MOST GREAT LOVE. 
 



Would the great love reach so far, 
that still it might be meaningful 
for people living way across the world 
two thousand years later? 
IT IS A MOST GREAT LOVE. 
 
As we wait a while 
in the great love of God, 
HEAR OUR SILENT PRAYER. 
 
Silence 
 
Hear also our confession; 
for we divide and exclude, 
we block and reject. 
We come up with ingenious reasons 
as to why we ought not to have to deal with certain people - 
SYROPHOENICIANS AND "THEIR LIKE", 
AND THEIR NEEDY CHILDREN. 
 
 . . . Lord have mercy. 
      CHRIST HAVE MERCY. 
      Lord have mercy. 
 
Assurance and Response 
. . . In the name of Christ, I say to you: 
      You are forgiven and you are free. 
      THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
 
Prayer of Supplication: 

God of every person, 
as Jesus travelled to the edges of the world he knew, 
he came across people of faith and need. 
His understanding of the breadth of your care 
became an exploding and expanding thing. 

EXPLODE AND EXPAND OUR THINKING ALSO, O GOD, 
THAT WE, LIKE JESUS, 
MIGHT BRING GRACE AND LIFE 
TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHOM YOU HAVE MADE. 
AMEN. 
 
Gospel Lesson: Mark 7: 24-30 



Sermon:    Oscar's little brown kids 

  Generally, sermons are posted on our website shortly after 
the service at: http://www.knoxchurch.co.nz/sermons.html 

 
Music for Reflection: Elevazione per Organo 
      Bernardo Sabadini (d. 1718) 
 
Prayers for Others and Ourselves 
To the minister's words, "While the world creates division", 
you are invited to respond "THE GOD IN JESUS WAKES US UP". 

  . . .  OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN 
 HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME, 
 YOUR KINGDOM COME, 
 YOUR WILL BE DONE, 
 ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN. 
 GIVE US TODAY OUR DAILY BREAD. 
 FORGIVE US OUR SINS 
 AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO SIN AGAINST US. 
 SAVE US FROM THE TIME OF TRIAL 
 AND DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 
 FOR THE KINGDOM, THE POWER AND THE GLORY ARE YOURS 
 NOW AND FOR EVER.  AMEN. 

 
The Offering and Dedication 

We stand for the dedication of the Offering. 

Blessed are you, O God of all creation. 
Through your goodness, we bring what we have gathered, 
using the talents that you have given us. 
It will further the work of your kingdom. 
BLESSED BE GOD FOREVER. 
  
Blessed are you, O God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. 
It will become for us the bread of life. 
BLESSED BE GOD FOREVER. 
  
Blessed are you, O God of all creation. 
Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. 
It will become for us our spiritual drink. 



BLESSED BE GOD FOREVER, 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD, AMEN. 
 

 
The Passing of the Peace 

Kia tau tonu te rangimarie o te Ariki ki a koutou. 
The peace of Christ be with you all. 

A KI A KOE ANO HOKI; 
AND ALSO WITH YOU. 

 

We exchange a sign of peace with one another. 
 
 
Communion Hymn: 
Corvedale       Maurice Bevan (1921-2006) 

 
 

1. There’s a wideness in God’s mercy  
 like the wideness of the sea; 
 there’s a kindness in God’s justice  
 which is more than liberty. 
 There is no place where earth’s sorrows  
 are more felt than in God’s heaven;  
 there is no place where earth’s failings  
 have such kindly judgment given. 
 

2. For the love of God is broader  
 than the grasp of mortal mind; 
 and the heart of the Eternal  
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 But we make God’s love too narrow  
 by false limits of our own; 
 and we magnify God’s strictness  
 with a zeal too greatly grown. 
 

3. There is grace enough for thousands  
 of new worlds as great as this; 



 there is room for fresh creations  
 in that upper home of bliss. 
 If our love were but more simple,  
 we would take him at his word; 
 and our lives would be all gladness  
 in the joy of Christ our Lord. 
 
 Frederick William Faber (1814-63)(alt.) 

 
We sit for 
The Invitation and Institution 

The Setting Apart of the Elements 

The Great Eucharistic Prayer: 
May God be with you. 
AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
Lift up your hearts. 
WE LIFT THEM TO GOD. 
Let us give thanks to the world’s creator. 
IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE OUR THANKS AND PRAISE. 
It is right indeed . . . 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

Lamb of God: 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 
HAVE MERCY ON US. 
JESUS, BEARER OF OUR SINS, 
HAVE MERCY ON US. 
JESUS, REDEEMER OF THE WORLD, 
GRANT US YOUR PEACE. 
 
The Communion 

The Prayer After Communion 

Eternal God, 
we give you thanks and praise 
that while we were still far off 
you met us in your Son, and brought us home. 
MAY WE WHO SHARE HIS BREAD 
LIVE HIS RISEN LIFE; 
WE WHO DRINK HIS CUP 



BRING LIFE TO OTHERS; 
WE WHOM THE SPIRIT LIGHTS 
GIVE LIGHT TO THE WORLD, 
THAT ALL YOUR CHILDREN SHALL BE FREE, 
AND THE WHOLE EARTH LIVE TO PRAISE YOUR NAME. 
AMEN. 
 
Hymn: 
Dunedin       Vernon Griffiths (1894-1985) 

 
 

1. Forth in your name, O Lord, I go, 
 my daily labour to pursue; 
 you, only you, resolved to know, 
 in all I think, or speak, or do. 
 
2. The task your wisdom has assigned 
 O let me cheerfully fulfil; 
 in all my works your presence find, 
 and prove your good and perfect will. 
 
3. You may I set at my right hand, 
 whose eyes my inmost substance view, 
 and labour on at your command, 
 and offer all my works to you. 
 
4. Give me to bear your easy yoke, 
 and every moment watch and pray, 
 and still on things eternal look 
 and hasten to your glorious day; 
5. for you delightfully employ 
 whate'er your bounteous grace has given, 
 and run my course with even joy, 
 and closely walk with you to heaven. 
 
 Charles Wesley (1707-1788), alt. 

 
 
Benediction and Sung Amen 



Postlude: Finale Jubilate 
    Healey Willan (1880-1968) 

 
Music printed in this order of service is covered 

under a music copyright licence agreement: 
LicenSing #604802 

 
 

MORNING TEA 
 

As we did last week, we'll have a ZOOM morning tea.  Last week we zoomed for about 
half an hour.  It was nice to see so many happy familiar faces. 

 
This week's meeting details are: 

 
Topic: Knox Church morning tea - 5 September 2021 
Time: Sep 5, 2021 11:00 AM Auckland, Wellington 

 
https://zoom.us/j/96387212468?pwd=YWVERlZKZ1Z3T2g1NXNjZG04R3pFUT09 

 
Meeting ID: 963 8721 2468 

Passcode: 8hbNDk 
 

 

 

NOTICES 
 
This Week:   05 September – 11 September 2021 
Sunday  10.00 am Morning Worship    
 

Next Week:  12 September – 18 September 2021 
Sunday  10.00 am Morning Worship 
      4.00pm Knox Film Group – see below  
Wednesday  10.00am Bible Study 
 
Baking for Assembly.  As Assembly is now going to be online, biscuits are not 
required. So,  many thanks to those who were willing to bake biscuits – your 
biscuits are no longer needed. 
 
Sunday 12 September 4pm Film Group in the Lounge. The wonderful, unusual 
film Once (2007) tells of two struggling musicians who meet in Dublin and make 
music together.  The film was made on a shoestring and portrays the magic of 
Dublin.  The two actors are themselves musicians who composed and perform 
the songs for the film.  



Spring Sunday – 12 September.  Usually on Spring Sunday, spring flowers are 
brought to Church, made into posies and distributed by members of the 
congregation.  However, this year due to Covid-19 that will not be possible.  
Instead, cards with a message from Matthew will be posted out – timed hopefully, 
to arrive just before or just after the Spring Service on 12 September. 
 
Knox church values the support of all who are involved in our community’s life. Knox 
Church is a charity. All charitable donations are eligible for a tax rebate of 33%. Bank 

account - 03 1705 0029641 00. Put your name in the reference field and email your 
contact details to the office or donations secretary. For further information or options 
contact: office@knoxchurch.co.nz Ph 3792456 or Janet Wilson, Donations Secretary 

janmwil507@gmail.com Ph 338 7203. 
 
 
 

 

Knox Directory 
 

28 Bealey Ave, 
Ōtautahi Christchurch 8013 

Secretary: Jane Ellis, 
ph. (03) 379 2456, 

office@knoxchurch.co.nz 
Office hours: 

Mon, Tues, Thurs - 9.00am-noon 
Wed, Friday - 10:00am - noon 

 

Visit our website 
www.knoxchurch.co.nz 

 

 
website 

 

 

Minister: Rev. Dr Matthew Jack 
minister@knoxchurch.co.nz 

for emergencies (03) 3570 111 
 

Church Council Clerk: Janet Wilson, 
ph. (03) 338 7203 

 

Organist: Daniel Cooper, 
daniel.organist@gmail.com 

 

Director of the Knox Singers: 
Gabriel Baird, 

gabrielbaird.nz@gmail.com 
 

Pastoral Assistant: Jan Harland 
ph. 0273560215 

  

 

 


